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A butterfly will be featured at the Butterfly House corn maze, 11455 Obee Rd., Whitehouse, again this year.

Fall s amazing mazes

By BRIDGET THARP
BLADE STAFF WRITER

Five bucks will get you into the 15-acre cornfield
maze.

But the civics lesson is on the house.

The presidential race was the inspiration for the
premier autumn attraction at the Country Lane Tree
Farm in Genoa, with a maze that spells “Obama vs.
McCain” above the shapes of adonkey and elephant.
Anyone who completes the maze — and proves it
with a card punched at all eight educational stations
on the path — may cast a mock presidential ballot.

“We have a lot of school-age children that come
through here and | want them to know the election
process is important,” owner Melissa Bowlander
said of the farm she runs with her husband.

As area farms capitalize on agri-tourism, tradi-
tional fall corn mazes have evolved from simple
angular paths to elaborate aerial pictures that lure
families with an educational slant or a celebrity
nod.

Many mazes are so intricate that farmers now rely
on global mapping software to carve the designs
into the cornfields.

The Bowlander’s election-theme maze was de-
signed with a paper and pencil, but they used a
global-positioning device to cut the design into
their then waist-high cornfield.

One corn maze in Napoleon, Ohio — featuring
hometown hero NASCAR driver Sam Hornish, Jr.
— was designed by the Utah-based corporation,
The MAIZE, and cut into a seven-acre cornfield by
his neighbors.

The driver hasn’t yet visited the likeness of his
race car at Leaders Fun*Time Farm, owner Evie
Leaders said.

The same corporation designed the Harry Potter

look-alike wizard for Farmer Charley’s Maze Adven-
tures 10-acre corn maze in Monroe.

Professional help with the corn mazes allows the
attraction managers to focus on what really matters,
which is serving families, Farmer Charley’s owner
Marge Helwig said.

“We want families to come out here and spend
quality time, because families don't do that any-
more,” she said.

President Abraham Lincoln was carved into the
Kernel Coopers Corn Maze of Van Wert with some
corporate help. The ldaho-based agri-entertain-
ment firm MazePlay created and cut the “Happy
Birthday Abe Lincoln” design using GPS.

Inside the maze are 12 stations, each with a map
of the visitor’s location and presidential trivia, in
honor of what would have been Honest Abe’s 200th
birthday in February.

The new maze sticks with the Cooper’s affinity
for the Americana. Mount Rushmore, the Statue of
Liberty, eagles and a pioneer-style stage coach were
previously featured.

It seems to work.

The maze boasted about 3,000 visitors last year,
owner Rod Cooper said.

But Cooper said he hopes the combination of late
season rain and a taller variety of corn puts atten-
dance over the top.

“It's a lot more challenging with the corn being
taller, because you can’'t see landmarks,” Cooper said,
adding that the maze took his savvy 9-year-old son
longer than usual to navigate. “They were out there
probably a good hour. My wife was getting worried.
But we haven't lost anybody in the maze yet.”

Contact Bridget Tharp at:
btharp@theblade.com
or 419-724-6061.

Where to
nd them

The Butterfly House corn
maze, 11455 Obee Rd., White-
house. Size: 16 acres Hours:
6 p.m. until midnight Friday,
noon to midnight Saturday,
noon to 8 p.m. Sunday. Groups
by appointment on Wednes-
days. Open through Nov. 2.
Cost: $8 adults, $6 for children
ages 6 to 10, free for children
ages 5 and younger. Groups
20 or more, $6 per person. De-
sign: Stages of a Butterfly’s Life.
Information: 419-877-2733 or
Whitehousecornmaze.com

e

Country Lane Tree Farm’s
corn maze, 3525 North Bo-
lander Rd., Genoa, Ohio. Size:
15 acres. Hours: After Oct.
1, 4 p.m. until dark Monday
through Friday, 10 a.m. until
dark Saturdays and Sundays.
Weekends only in September.
Open: Saturday, through Nov.
2. Cost: $5, free for children
ages 2 and younger. $4 each
for groups of 20 or more. $1
off admission with donation
of a canned good. Design:

See FIND, Page 8

BEST BETS

FILM

Tired of big-budget
movies with paint-by-
number plots? Strike
back at Hollywood s
Big Studio machine
by taking in a local

Im event this fall.
Bowling Green State
University has its In-
ternational Film Series
with free screenings
and the University of
Toledo has a couple of
challenging offerings
coming up, includ-
ing Divided We Fall:
Americans in the After-
math, a documentary
that trails a 20-year-
old Sikh American in
a post Sept. 11 cross-
country trek. Page 11.

THEATER

The North Coast
Theatre has found a
new home at the Oliver
House, 27 Broadway.
Its latest play, a com-
edy called Murders
at Little Wotting, will
open there tomorrow
in the former mens
lounge where the stage
is in the center and the
audience seated all
around. Information:
419-255-0416. Page 10.

MUSIC

Jazz violinist Regina
Carter lives in New
York City and performs
globally, but tomorrow
she Il emerge in the
Black Swamp as the
opening event for this
year s Bowling Green
State University Fes-
tival Series. At age 46,
the performer who has
released six albums
and has another in the
works has been playing
the violin for 42 years,
and she s been a bona

de jazz musician
even longer. Informa-
tion: 419-372-8171 or
www.bgsu.edu. Page 4.

Complete calendar listings
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